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Step-families in Hong Kong: A New Form of Kinship and Children Development

Presenter: Mak Wai Hong, Benny

Language: Cantonese

Abstract:

Divorce and remarriage become common around the world. Take United states as an example, in the
late 1970s, the rates of divorce and remarriage were at high point. By 1975, it was estimated that 84%
of all brides and 86% of all grooms who remarry were previously divorced (Cherlin, 1978). The high
level of marital divorce creates a large pool of mothers or fathers and children "at risk" of forming
stepfamilies. Our traditional definitions of families decreasingly capture the social units of interest.
What is more, childbearing has been an important aspect when discussing about stepfamily
experience, and for at least two decades, there is an increasing trend on this. There is less well
recognized about the stepfamilies, especially in Hong Kong context. Therefore, that is the motivation
for me to study stepfamilies issues, and aim to understand how divorce, stepfamilies, are reshaping
family experience in the Hong Kong. To be detailed, the study will include the following items. In the
beginning, | would like to explain the phenomenon of divorce and related risk and protective factors,
which seek to find some explanation for the ambivalent attitudes of society towards such families
and to consider the processes involved in becoming a stepfamily. Next item will be how the divorce,
stepfamilies affect children development and mental health, understand how the children grow up in
blended families. Lastly, there will be a final comments highlight the methods for how a ‘successful’
step- families can be evaluated.

Body Politics: The Association between Experience of Disability and Construction of Masculinity
and Femininity

Presenter: Wan Sheung Yin, Jacky

Language: English

Abstract:

To date, people with disability (PWD) are usually perceived as asexuality, remaining childlike status.
In the light of social exclusion, disabled masculinity/femininity act as the social sites reflecting how
the lived experience of PWD shaping their gender performance which leading them to be
marginalized from Hong Kong’s current society. Exploring personal experience in relation to body
management, social relationships and intimacy via in-depth interviews from six disabled people,
findings suggest that the body impairment of disabled people had a social consequence as they were
dis-abled by social spatial environments and social policy planning. Reacting to such social
oppressions, different strategies are implemented to reclaim their masculinity/femininity.
Recommendations of amending outdated policy making and legislations regarding disability rights
are also introduced.
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Presenter: Ng Wai Ying, Joanna
Language: Cantonese
Abstract:
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Presenter: So Tze Man, Vickie
Language: Cantonese
Abstract:
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