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abstract Incidents of violence against women, mostly in the form of killings of 

women by family members, together with ongoing forms of domestic 

violence, rape and sexual assault, have become more visible in Turkey 

in the recent years. The issue of violence against women surfaces as 

a grave problem in media, and a wide range of actors including politi-

cians, journalists, civil society organizations and academics address 

the question in various ways.  The most widespread and dominant way 

of explaining this disturbing social question have been by reference 

to “tradition” and creates a “tradition effect” in  Dicle Koğacıoğlu’s 

terms in a very important article on the issue. Interestingly what is 

rendered as tradition and regarded as “backward” is also connected 

to ethnicity and a certain conception of the “East”. In other words, 

the question is usually posed as belonging to Kurdish people who 

are labelled as Eastern and regarded as an obstacle to Westerniza-

tion as a synonym of modernity. In discussing this question, which is 

also politically charged due to the severe conflicts with the Kurdish, I 

employ the framework of Occidentalism that I developed before. I take 

Occidentalism as a historical and dialogical construction of modernity 

in Turkey in relation to the so-called “East” and “West”. I argue that 

Occidentalism has established a performative grammar of power, 

which can be put into service for explaining away, and legitimizing 

gender discrimination and violence by using the terms of a projected 

Westernism.
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