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ABSTRACT

During the 1950s and 1960s, powerful images of women as
fashionable homemakers proliferated throughout the Cold
War regions, where capitalism was promoted for
combating the perils of communism. Framing the
convoluted concepts of modern and Western, these
images contributed to the formation of shared values,
norms and beliefs around contemporary women and the
modern home. They simultaneously influenced ways in
which a woman recognized herself as a member of a
socio-cultural group in the urban context. In this historical
framework, | show how women were national assets
representing the country and playing a critical role in
spreading and normalizing modernization and
Westernization. Conceptualizing domestic space as a
domain where gender roles are formed and performed, |
argue that while mediating powerful discourses on the
structures of patriarchy, the construction of women’s
identity empowered them as significant actors in shaping
the modern domicile.
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